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From the Pastor 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live… 
 

Our Saviour’s is known for being a welcoming congregation. Being welcoming is hard work, and not just be-
cause somebody might sit in “our pew.” It means that we must strive to make everyone who walks through 
the doors feel appreciated, safe, respected, regardless of our differences. And that includes not just visitors, 
but those who are a part of the life of the congregation, a part of the family.  
 
At the Churchwide Assembly in early August, the voting delegates approved a memorial that declared the 
ELCA to be a sanctuary church body. The word ‘sanctuary’ is a loaded, politicized word, and there remains 
much work to be done in determining just what it means for the ELCA to have declared itself such.   
 
There are some important things to note regarding this decision. First, it is binding only on the ELCA at the 
churchwide level, not at the congregational level. There is no action required of any congregation, and I do 
not anticipate that will change. Second, and I can’t emphasize this enough, no member, congregation, or 
ministry is being encouraged to disregard or violate the law, regardless of what some media outlets have 
reported. 
 
Third, this declaration is a statement about what we as the church are already doing and who we already are. 
A core part of the definition of ‘sanctuary’ is ‘a safe place, a place where people can go for help.’ This con-
gregation has a long-standing practice of helping those who are vulnerable. This takes various forms, includ-
ing: donating food, money, and space to a food pantry/Food 4 Kids; support for Hope House, including al-
lowing them to use our facilities; support for World Hunger (through Global Barnyard and Good Gifts) and 
Lutheran Disaster Response; quilts for Lutheran World Relief; and support of Bread for the World.  
 

While we may not ever offer sanctuary under some aspects of the meaning of 
this complex word, Our Saviour’s is a place of sanctuary for all who enter the 
doors seeking nourishment for their bodies or spirits.   
 
A congregation is like a family. We’ll like some of the people more than oth-
ers. We’ll get frustrated with each other. We celebrate together and mourn 
together. We won’t always agree with each other. But we are still family. 
And we won’t always get it right, but we’re going to keep on trying, daring to 
lift up our voices together and sing,  
 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 
And loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word.  
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace,  

Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter, 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  

 
 

     Pastor Sue 
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Fellowship Schedule 

1st Sunday: Celebrate birthdays & anniversaries 

2nd Sunday: Hosted by families A-I 

3rd Sunday: Hosted by families J-P 

4th Sunday: Hosted by families Q-Z 

5th Sunday: POTLUCK! 
Call for Action!  

SUMMER PARKING LOT ATTENDANTS NEEDED 

As tourist season winds down in Seaside, OSLC will continue utilizing its parking lot to provide  
additional revenue for congregational operations.   
 
Volunteers are needed to assist in collecting donations on selected Saturdays and Sundays.  There are 
sign-up sheets in the east parish hall. 
 
Please consider taking a shift or two to help with this operation.  Contact Cathy Peinhardt for more  
information. 
 

LOOKING FOR SACRISTANS FOR 8:00 AM SERVICE  

A Sacristan helps prepare the building on Sunday morning.  You would need to arrive about 30 minutes 
early for the 8:00 service.  Duties include unlocking the building, turning on the lights, checking the heat, 
putting out the banners, and lighting the candle in the Prayer Corner. You would be scheduled about one 
Sunday a month.  Please talk to Pastor Sue, Jim Haugen or Terri Johnson.   

 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR FOOD BANK 

The quilting women have recently learned of a shortage of women’s personal items at the Food Bank.  
We would like to sponsor an ongoing effort to gather these items for a Women to Women project.  Please 
consider purchasing these items (any brand, any type) and bring them to a quilter.  We will take them to 
the Food Bank.  Thanks!   

Claudia Halliburton, Quilting Co-Chair 

 

CANS NEEDED 

Do you have a bunch of cans you would like to donate? Brandi will be going on a trip soon and would  
appreciate a little spending money. Thanks for your help!!! 
 

It’s that time of year again when we need to start 

planning for the school year. Look for the box in 

the Narthex ready to receive your donations of 

school supplies. Most stores have a list of items 

for each school. 

The supplies will be taked to Gearhart Elemen-

tary, Seaside Heights Elementary, and Broadway 

Middle School. 

School Supplies Needed 



Team Spotlight 

Increasingly, congregations have Mutual Ministry teams. This recognizes our 
shared commitment to ministry. The team meets periodically to discuss the 
effectiveness of the congregation’s ministry, with a particular focus on the 
work of the pastor. Concerns, from the congregation and the pastor, are  
discussed. Goals are established and evaluated.  
 
Thanks to Stan Gott, Mary Kemhus, and Al Peinhardt 
for their willingness to serve in this role.  

Happenings 

Birthdays / Anniversaries 

 

OSLC CHURCH PICNIC 
Sunday, September 15 @ 12:30 PM 
@ the Burkes’ home 
 

First Friday Book Group 
Reading “The Sin of Certainty” by Peter Enns. 
Meets October 4 at 10 am, location TBA. 
See Pastor Sue for information. 
 

Tuesday Evening Book Group 
Reading “The Sin of Certainty” by Peter Enns. 
Time, date, and location TBA.  
See Pastor Sue for information.  
 

 

GIRL’S MOVIE MATINEE 
Friday, September 20 
Movie starts at 4:00 pm, followed by a potluck 
dinner.   
 

LUNCH BUNCH 
Tuesday, September 24 @ 12:30 
LOCATION—Mighty Thai, Hwy 101, Gearhart 

Pastor Sue’s September “Coffice” Hours 

10:00 a.m. @ SEASIDE COFFEE HOUSE ,  

5 N. Holladay Drive, Seaside 

 

NO “Coffice Hour” on Wednesday, Sept. 25th. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Happy Birthday to the following: 

  1 Brie Kerr 

  3 Sharon Cook 

  6 Kathy Woerndle 

  8 Mary Alice Cole 

14  Regan Wirkkala 

16  Mary Kemhus 

24  Gene Halliburton 

29  Lois Hoyer 

30  Benny Olson 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

12 Bruce & Terri Johnson 

13  Stevie & Jeremy Stevenson 

16  Mary Alice Cole 

19  Hollly & John Baum 

22 Donald & Lois Hoyer 

26 Sofie & Steve Burke 

29 Al & Cathy Peinhardt 

Thank you summer musicians! 

Summer Special Music was extra special this year. 

What a wonder addition to our worship experi-

ence.   

Thank you first to Arlene for the coordination and 

practice and thank you to all the musicians: 

Beth Adee, Dennis Allwein, Rob Bjornstad, Jim 

Haugen, and Jerry O'Neill. Again, we thank Liam 

Carson for his generous offering each Sunday.   

Our Saviour's is blessed with so many talented 

people.   

Make a Joyful 
Noise Unto The Lord! 

Choir practice starts September 8 at 11:30 am 
following fellowship. 

All voice are needed!! There is currently a short-
age of Alto and Soporano voices.  

Everyone is welcome, no matter your skill level. 
You really only need a SMILE! 



OSLC Small Group Ministries and Fellowship 

Ecumenical Bible Study—Tuesdays @ 10:30 a.m. 

Quilting for Lutheran World Relief—Thursdays @ 9:30 a.m. 

Bible Study —Thursdays @ 10:45 a.m. 

Prayer Shawl Team—Second Thursday of each month @ 1:00 p.m. 

Girls’ Movie Matinee—usually 3rd Friday of month @ 4:00 p.m. 

Lunch Bunch—last Tuesday of the month at 12:30 p.m. 

For updates, check out the OSLC website or find us on Facebook. Contact the church of-

fice:  Phone 503-738-6791/ FAX 503-738-0949 on most Tuesdays and Thursdays from 

9:00 am till 1:00 pm for more information. 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church  

320 First Avenue, Seaside, OR 97138 

503-738-6791   [Fax: 503-738-0949] 

 

Email: OSLC.Seaside97138@gmail.com 

FB: Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Seaside, 

Oregon 

Website:  www.OSLC-Seaside.org 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Rev. Susan Irvin, pastor 

Lynne Kelton, office /admin. assistant Office 

Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays  

9:00am-1:00pm 

 

The Good Word is published monthly  

Submissions are encouraged!  
(always in writing on desk or by email) 

Deadline:  15th of each month. 

In the event of inclement weather 
Please check the church website, 
www.OSLC-Seaside.org ,  
or church facebook page for information regarding 
cancellation of worship or scheduled activities.   

Readings for  September 2019 

September 1:  Prov 25:6-7; Ps 112; Heb 13:1-8, 

15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14 

September 8:  Deut 30:15-20; Ps 1; Philemon 1-

21; Luke 14:25-33 

September 15:  Exod 32:7-14; Ps 51:1-10; 1 Tim 

1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 

September 22:  Amos 8:4-7; Ps 113; 1 Tim 2:1-7; 

Luke 16:1-13 

September 29:  Dan 10:10-14; 12:1-3; Ps 103:1-5, 

20-22; Rev 12:7-12; Luke 10:17-20 



ELCA and Synod News 

Stories of Faith in Action— ELCA World Hunger 
 
St. Matthew Trinity Lutheran Church’s Lunchtime Ministry offers a warm meal, hospitality and community to 
neighbors in Hoboken, N.J. The ministry serves about 65 people per day. In addition to meals, they offer free 
haircuts, music and a sense of community. 
 
Stanley Enzweiler, the program manager, said while different things bring people there, the only requirement 
is respect for the space and the people around them. “We’ll give you a warm meal, a fresh pair of socks, and a 
listening ear no matter what you did last year or last night,” Stanley said. “Whatever your story is, we will wel-
come you.”  
 
The values of the ministry include respect, hospitality and forgiveness. “Even if you break the rules at 
Lunchtime Ministry and have to leave our community for a few days, we will always welcome you back,” 
Stanley said. “Everyone messes up a time or two, but no one is beyond forgiveness. We are one lifeline that 
never goes away.”  
 
One guest, Len, attended technical school in Texas before getting deployed to California to work as a forklift 
driver for the U.S. Air Force. After his honorable discharge, he stayed in California until his father died, and 
then he returned to New Jersey to take care of his mother. She died in 2011, leaving him with nowhere to go.  
 
Although he stayed at other county shelters, a few bad decisions got him kicked out of these for life. Len came 
to Lunchtime Ministry as a last resort. Although it’s not an overnight shelter, he is able to get a few hours of 
sleep on the benches or floor during open hours. Like many guests, he helps out when needed by cleaning ta-
bles, taking out the garbage and posting event flyers. He also attends church services, Alcoholics Anonymous 
meetings and Bible study. Most of all, he is known for encouraging volunteers.  

 Churchwide Assembly Update 
 
At the 2019 Churchwide Assembly in Milwaukie, 
WI, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was 
reelected on the first ballot. The Presiding Bishop 
serves a 6-year term.  
 
Deacon Sue Rothmeyer was elected to a 6-year 
term as ELCA Secretary. She currently serves as  
executive for administration with the Office of the 
Secretary, and will begin her term Nov. 1. 
 
Approved the social statement “Faith, Sexism and 
Justice: A Call to Action” and its implementing 
resolutions. The social statement, in part, calls the 
church to action on a range of issues, including 
gender-based violence, workplace discrimination, 
and economic inequality. 
  
Adopted “A Declaration of Inter-Religious  
Commitment,” which will serve as church policy 
for inter-religious relations. The policy statement 
was adopted with the witness of 39 ecumenical 
and inter-religious guests in attendance. 
  
Approved the triennium budget for 2020-2022. 
  
 

Adopted a memorial to encourage all synods and 
congregations to commemorate the 50th  
anniversary of the ELCA’s ordination of women 
in 2020, the 40th anniversary of the ordination of 
women of color in the Lutheran tradition and the 
10th anniversary of the ELCA’s decision to re-
move barriers to ordination for people in same-
gender relationships. 
  
Adopted a series of amendments to the 
“Constitutions, Bylaws and Continuing  
Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America,” including one that makes ordination 
the entrance rite for ministers of Word and Ser-
vice (deacons), and an amendment to no longer 
count deacons as laypeople for representational 
principles. 
  
Celebrated the end of Always Being Made New: 
The Campaign for the ELCA, which concluded 
June 30 with nearly $250 million raised in cash, 
multiyear commitments and planned gift  
commitments. At the 2013 ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly, voting members approved the $198 
million campaign to help sustain and grow  
ministries of the church. 

 



 

 


