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News about The Good Word:  The newsletter will now be delivered electronically to those with email.  If you want a 

printed copy in your church mailbox, please contact the office. 

The 

Recently, I attended the Byberg Preaching Conference. Each year, this conference brings  

together ELCA pastors from Alaska, Washington, Idaho, and Oregon. This year, the speaker was the 

Rev. Dr. Barbara Lundblad, a retired pastor and professor of preaching. She spoke about preaching on 

difficult topics and the struggles we have as we attempt to make words written thousands of years ago 

make sense to people in the 21st century.  

 

As an example, she mentioned Genesis 3:16, which reads, “To the woman God said, “I will greatly  

increase your pangs in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children.” She tied it  to a debate 

among doctors in the 1800s as anesthesia was becoming more widely accepted. Should women who 

were suffering from a prolonged and difficult labor be given something to dull their pain? The passage 

seemed relatively clear, but they asked themselves if that meant they shouldn’t permit a woman  

something to ease that pain. 

 

As they debated, they read the many passages where we are instructed to love one another and  

decided that it was more in line with their faith to show love and mercy than to allow a woman to suffer.  

 

I had never heard this before, but it struck a chord with me. As Dr. Lundblad said, all too often we have 

used the Bible to hurt others, whether intentionally or not, simply because we are struggling to  

understand God’s Word.  

 

None of us has a full and complete understanding of exactly what God is trying to tell us in each pas-

sage; each of us reads the Bible through our own life experiences, and each time we approach a pas-

sage we are in a different place in our lives. The Bible is truly a living Word from God – verses that we 

don’t pay much attention to one day may provide us great comfort another. The way I understand a 

verse may be different from how someone else understands it.  

 

This is why we come together to hear God’s Word proclaimed and explained each week and it is why 

coming together for Bible Study is so important. None of us has a full understanding of what God is  

trying to say. Nor can we understand Scripture without placing it in its original context, asking ourselves 

what God was trying to tell the people who originally heard those words.  

 

Soon, the Sunday adult class will begin a study entitled “Short Stories by Jesus,” which will challenge 

us to look at 8 of Jesus’ parables in a new way. I hope that you will consider joining us for this video  

series and conversation and encounter these familiar words of Jesus in a new way.  

 

Pastor Sue 

mailto:cynthia.stjernen@gmail.com


GIRL’S NITE AT THE 

MOVIES 

Friday, February 15th 

For the winter months we are 

changing the time. 

NEW TIME:  3:00-5:00 pm 
   Movie starts at 3:00 pm followed by a 

   potluck dinner. 
 

See you at the movies! 

 

LUNCH BUNCH 
Tuesday, February 26 @ 

Noon 
Location—TBA 

PRAYER SHAWL TEAM 

Meets the second Thursday of 

each month at OSLC @ 1:00 pm 

ATTENTION ALL MEN! 

Are you interested in a men’s breakfast group?  

We are looking for ideas for a men’s group.  See 

Dave Nelson if you’re interested. 

 

We have created a Care Calendar through Lotsa Care.  This will allow us to help each other by  
scheduling rides and meals for OSLC members. Go to www.lotsahelpinghands.com/community/ 
our-saviours-seaside to sign up for notifications or see Pastor Sue for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

Souper Bowl Sunday will take place on Super Bowl Sunday, February 3. As you exit the sanctuary 
after worship, there will be pots decorated with the logos and colors of the Los Angeles Rams and 
New England Patriots. If you are willing, your donation of, Non  Perishables, Personal Hygiene, Baby 
Items (diapers etc.), Gift Cards and even Cash to help benefit the local Coast Guard families  
affected by the government shutdown would be appreciated.  

Thank you to everyone who donated towards our Christmas Project, gift cards to help the families 
of Paradise Lutheran in Paradise, CA. Your generosity was appreciated.  

Watch for upcoming details on a possible trip to Mt. St. Helens and to the Seattle Mariners. See 
Dave Nelson if you might be interested, or want to help with the planning.  

We still need more people to sign up to help with coffee hour.  Thanks for your support!  

JANUARY “COFFICE” HOURS 

@ BAGELS BY THE SEA 

Wednesday, February 6 @ 10:00 a.m. 

Friday, February 15 @ 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, February 20 @ 1:00 p.m. 
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The Good Word is published monthly  
Submissions are Encouraged!  

(always in writing on desk or by email) 

Deadline:  15th of each Month. 

Readings for the month of February:  
 
February 3:  Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-6; 1 Cor 13:1-
13; Luke 4:21-30 
 
February 10:  Isa 6:1-8 (9-13); Ps 138; 1 Cor 
15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 
 
February 17:  Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1; 1 Cor 15:12-20; 
Luke 6:17-26 
 
February 24:  Gen 45:3-11, 15; Ps 37:1-11, 39-
40; 1 Cor 15:35-38, 42-50; Luke 6:27-38 

FRED MEYER DONATED $40.63 TO OSLC 
through the Community Rewards program for  October  1 

—December 31, 2018.  We currently have 13 households 

participating in the rewards program.  The OSLC  

organization number is MK729.  You can sign up for the 

Fred Meyers program  at the Customer Desk or 

www.fredmeyers.com/topic/community –rewards. 

SPRING IS COMING! 

This means we are cleaning house!  Sofie 

will lead a team to clean each room and 

closet.  If you have things at the church that 

have been left behind, please remove them 

by February 19th.  After that date, things 

found that are not needed will be placed on 

a table in the West Parish Hall to be claimed.  

If not claimed, they will be placed in the New

-to-You sale.  This may be a bit painful, but 

space is at a premium and needs to be  

addressed.  Thanks for your help!!! 

 

 

Looking for Sacristans for 8:00 service. 

A Sacristan helps prepare the building on Sunday morning.  You would 
need to arrive about 30 minutes early for the 8:00 service.  Duties  
include unlocking the building, turning on the lights, checking the 
heat, putting out the banners, and lighting the candle in the Prayer 
Corner.  If you attend the 8:00 service, your help is needed. You would 
be scheduled about one Sunday and month.  Please talk to  
Pastor Sue, Jim Haugen or Teri Johnson.  Thank you for your  
Consideration. 


